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fo very eminent and extraordinary a Mauer 
diſtinguiſbd Themſelves; both in their Military 
and Cuil Capacities, places me under the Ob- 
ation of laying at Tour Feet, the Part that I © 
bad the Honour to be appointed to, upon tbe 
Occaſion. | 3 
Next to the Glory that redounds to Great 
Men, from the ſincere Diſcharge of their Duty ® 
to God and i heir Religion, that which they cxert 
at the Hazard of their Lives and Fortunes in 
the Purſuit of the Honour and Intereſt of their 
Country, and a King whom all honeſt vertuous | 
Men wall obey, as much out of Inclination as 
Duty, 1s certainly of the nobleſt Elevation © 
Men of Vertue and Yalour can pretend to ar- 
rive at on this ſide the Grave. | 4 
As the Legiſi ature has thought fit to Per pe- F 
tuate the Memory of this remarkable Delive- 
rance by an Annwerſary Solemnity of 5 5 "1 
and I hankſoromg : and the Gentlemen in this 
Kingdom have conſecrated it into a Cuſtom, o 
ſolemmixe the Remembrance of it here; it s 
to be hop'd that, jor the future, no Man of 
Rank or Condition, however eminent, wall think 
it below his Quality, to appear at the Head of 
the Gentry, where the Honour of God 2 1 

| 166 


C 9 his Country 4 in Conformity to the Laws, re- 
ry * quires his Attendance. 
I have only to intreat Tour Pardon for the 
© 4 Preſumption of dedicating to Tou this Eſſay 
be 7 poſſibly unworthy of Io, unleſs Tou have the 


ly Þ formance; yet ſuch as it is, I will humbly 
rt tate leave to preſume, that Tou will find m 
n it the Spirit of an honeſt Proteſtant, who 
bas juſt Notions of the meſtimable Bleſſings 
f bis Religion and Liberty, and who has 
* Courage and Reſolution enough to. deſend em. 
I am ſenſible by what I have already 
r- * ſuffer d from my early Forwardneſs in oppo- 
ofong our common Enemies, what I am fur- 


tber to expect from em, for my Freedom up- 
ta 


ſe 4 Diſcouragements I have hitherto and may yet 
7s i meet with, ſhall ever be able to oblige me to 


I depart from my Principles and Integrity, or 


the Reſolution of oppoſmg em to the luſt Mo- 


of nent of my Life. 
ok Ter if neither my Services and Sufferimngs 


of 3 pear to have Merit h to deſerve the 
a Ker, of my Hande Te l f, 


ted 


DEDICATION. YV 


JF Goodneſs to judge of it rather by the Honeſty 
7 of the Intention, than the Merit of the Per- 


on this and the like Occaſions : Tet neither the 
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ted to lament the Mi fortune, without com- g 
Plaining or reproac hing em; and I ſhall at 
leaſt have the ſecret Suti cfaclion, of baving 


ſuffer'd in the nobleſt Cauſe an . honeſt Gentle- 
man can ſuffer for in this World, that of the 


Count 
to inſcribe to Jon has had any good Effect in 


this reſpect, I have my principal End ; and 


if there be any thing in it that may ingage me 
the Eſteem = Protedlim 0 ſuch keine 
Friends, I 
the Inſults, as I 
tempt upon the Malice, of our common Fne 


My LoxvDs and GENTLEMEN, 


With the moſt profound Reſpect, 


Your moſt Faithful and 
Obedient Humble Servant, 


— — — — — om en  __— 


William $ toughton. 
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Defence of his Religion, his King, and his 


ry. 1 
If the Diſcourſe I do my ſelf the Honour © 


ſhall thmk my - ſelf as ſafe from 4 
ſhould look dum wth Con- 


* 


„ 3 
= = P. s AL. XIV. 5, 6, 7. 
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\ Their Throat is as 0 pen Sepulchre, with their 
4 5 0- have hy decetvd; the Poiſon of 
Alps is under their Lips. 

Thbeir Mouth is full of Curſing and Bitterne ; 
their Feet 224 to 2 Blood. 5 
Deſtruclim and Unhappme 2 zs in their Ways, 

4 and the Way of Peace have they not known: | 

there is no Fear of God before es yes. 


HERE is nothing more certain, 
chan that ſome ſort of Religion or 
other, whether true or falſe, is ab- 
Al ſolutely neceſſary both for the Eſta- 
bliſhment and Preſervation of all 
Civil and Political Government ; 
. it is as the very Life-Blood and 
Cement of all Societies. For without this Acknow- 
ledgment of ſome ſuch ſuperior Being, in whoſe 
. Power it is to Reward and Puniſh, there cou'd not 
3 poſſibly be any thing but Confuſion and Diſorders in 
the World: All the Sanctions of Humane Wit and 
Prudence being of too feeble Obligation to 8 ; 
4 the 


a Degree below the Angels, of a Condition more 
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the Violences and Impetuoſities of Humane Nature, 
unhappily deprav'd as it is. 

This Idea of a Supreme Being is as innate and in- 
ſeparable from the Mind of Man as Thought; and 
the Influences of a Divinity, are ſo vigorouſly and ſo 


- univerſally imprinted upon the Rational Creature, 


that there is no Nation that has hitherto been diſ- 
cover'd, (of Manners however barbarous in all other 
reſpects,) who have not been obſerv'd to acknow- 
ledge a ſuperior independent Being ; and to which 
they have not conſtantly paid, either out of Love 
or Fear, ſome ſorts of Adorations, as a Tribute due, 
either for the Benefits they receive from him, or to 
avert the Puniſhments they ſuppoſe it is in his Power 
to inflit ; which however ridiculous' or abominable 
ſome of em may ſeem to be in their Nature or 
Manner, either by the Suggeſtion or Deluſions of 
the common Enemy of Mankind, or by the Subtlety 
or Malice of their crafty and deſigning Prieſts, are 
yet ſo many undeniable Evidences of their Aſſent 
and Belief of ſuch a Divinity, as juſtly challenges the 
Worſhip and Adoration of all Mankind. 

This being granted, I do maintain that all Reli- 
gions, whether true or falſe, have for their End, or 
at leaſt would be thought to have for their End, the 
general Good and Happineſs of Mankind ; for it 
cannot enter into the Heart of Man to conceive, 
that any Religion can be inforc'd upon the Practice 
of Rational Creatures, that does not carry along 
with it, at leaſt all the Appearances of the general 
Advantage and Happineſs of thoſe who profeſs it, 
both in this Life, and in another after it ; for as no 
Man can rationally be ſuppoſed to be fond of Miſery, 
no Man can rationally be ſuppoſed to be fond of em- 
bracing or praiſing a Religion, that does not aſcertain 
him the contrary ; becauſe this wou'd be to make Men 
originally fram'd, both in Dignity and Capacity, but 
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ſervile and contemptible, than even that of the 


Brute Creation. 


It is therefore moſt undeniably true, that the pri- 
mary End and Deſign of all Religion, is the univer- 
al Good and Welfare of the Rational Creature. 


en, either produces or inforces any thing to the 


Metriment or Prejudice of em, either in Regard of 


his World or the next; ſuch Evils are by no Means 
o be eſteemed the natural or neceſſary Effects of 


Religion, as ſuch, but as Religion fallen into the 


Hands of crafty and deſigning Men, who may have 
"the Management of it; who to carry on Deſigns 
. foreign to the proper Buſineſs of it, and to 
ingroſs to themſelves the moſt inſupportable of all 
Tyrannies, I mean that over the Minds and Con- 
I ciences of their Fellow- Creatures, have the vile Im- 


ſhall have occaſion to inſiſt ſomething more parti- 
4 ularly upon this Article of theAbuſe of Religion, and 
the fatal Conſequences of it, in the Proſecution of 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, when I ſhall be oblig'd to 


in theſe Nations. 3 
Un the Interim, the whole Sum of this Reaſoning 
upon Religion in general, is no more than this: 
That all Religion in its Natural Tendency, either 
effectually promotes, or wou d be eſteem'd effectual- 
„to promote, the general Good and Happineſs of 

hoſe who profeſs it; and when it is permitted with- 
but Reſtraint freely to exerciſe its natural Influences, 
it never fails of producing Fruits and Effects ſuitable 
to the Excellence of its Inſtitution. Such are all the 
Moral and Social Vertues, that furniſh to All the 
; molt deſirable Bleſſings of Life, and the moſt ſolid 
Advantages of Humane Societies. Whereas, when it is 
8 forc d out of its proper * employ d to Pur- 
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And if the Influence which it has over the Minds of 


N ſpeak of it, as Chriſtian and Proteſtant, as eſtabliſh'd 


poſes 


to ASERMON preach d on the 
poſes quite beſide its original Deſign; when it is con- 
verted into a Tool and Property in the Hands of 
wicked Men, only to impoſe on and inſlave Mankind; 
Men of Frailties, Paſſions, Pride, and inordinate Am- 
bition, actuated with a wild, unſociable, and un- 
governable Zeal, always miſunderſtood, and as ge- 
nerally miſemploy'd ; in ſuch a Diſpoſition, and in 
ſuch Hands, it is ever productive of Fears, Jealou- 
fies, Hatreds, Animoſities, and the worſt of all 
Evils in this World, Perſecutions: All the wholſome 
Sweets of it, are as it were in a Moment converted 
into the moſt dangerous and deadly Poiſons ; De- 
ceit, Hypocriſy, Cruelty, Avarice, Bloodſhed, De- 
famation, and every horrid Vice that tarniſhes and 
disfigures the Beauty of Humane Nature, uſurp the 
Place of Truth, Sincerity, Probity, Peace, Juſtice, 
Friendſhip, and Unanimity amongſt Men. | 
Such are the unavoidable Conſequences of Religi- 
on thus perverted, and thus baſely employ'd to Pur- 
poſes odious both to God and all honeſt Men. Ei- 
ther the moſt glorious and defirable Goods that can 
compleat the Tranquility and Happineſs of Man- 
kind, are the natural and genuine Reſulrs of Religi- 
on rightly underſtood nd practis d; or the worſt 
of all Evils that can render Life diſaſtrous, and even 
inſupportable, are the as certain Productions of it, 
when impiouſly abus d and proſtituted; and I am 
ſorry to advance a melancholy Truth, which yet is 
evident to a Demonſtration to every Man who is 
but moderately acquainted with the Hiſtory of for- 
mer Apes, that all the Diſorders and Confuſions, 
Wars and Perſecutions, that have not only turmoil'd, 
but bronght — to utter Deſolation many of the 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms and Nations of the Uni- 
verſe, have been either originally occafion'd, or vio» 
lentiy fomented and carry'd on with this reſtleſs 
Spirit of a frery- and tempeſtuous Zeal, to which 
they falſly attribute the ſacred Name of Religion; 
even by thoſe very Men, the utmoſt Glory and Per- 
fection of whole Character it is to ſtudy any” 
hl 2 erve 
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ſerve the Peace, Union, and Harmony of the World. 
So true it is, that the greateſt of all Goods, or the 
worſt of all Evils, may be deriv'd to Mankind from 
Religion rightly underſtood, or viciouſly perverted ; 
tho' always with this eſſential Difference, that the 
moſt ſublime Good that Humane Nature is capable 
of, naturally flows from it as from its proper Foun- 
tain, when it is permitted to remain pure and un- 
corrupted ; and the molt pernicious and deſtructive 
Evil is from it, only as it were by Accident, when 
it is fallen into the Hands of paſſionate and intereſt- 
ed Men to manage it. Yor 
If there be any thing in theſe Reflections, which 
to ſome may appear too ſevere, or in any manner 
ſhocking, as in all mixt Aſſemblies tis very poſſi- 
ble there may; I have only to enquire of ſuch Per- 


_ - ſons, whether they find themſelves in ſuch a Situati- 


on as to be really touch'd and affected by em? If they 
acknowledge they are, I am very free to tell em, they 
were intended for em; if they are not, they have no 
manner of Reaſon to be concern'd either at the Free- 
dom, or the ſeeming Severity of my Sentiments: The 
Buſineſs of a Man's Religion, the Honour of his King, 
and the Intereſt of his Country, are Articles of too 
nice and delicate an Importance tobetrifl'd with; and 
eſpecially at a Time when they are all in Danger con- 
tinually to be undermin d, by the malicious Artifices 
of their reſtleſs and implacable Enemies. And he who 
in ſuch a Conjuncture is over- tender or indulgent to 
ſuch Enemies, either knows not the Value of Bleſ- 
ſings, ſo ineſtimably precious, and ſo will make but 
a weak or timerous Defender; or knowing em as 
he ought, and wanting Reſolution to ſupport and 
Juſtify em, will become in effect but a flaviſn and 
deſpicable Betrayer of em all: Fool or, Coward is 
his Characer ; the former indeed may, upon ſome 
. Occaſions, move our Pity, and deſerve our Com- 
paſſion ; but the latter is ever an Object of Infamy 
and Contempt. 4 | 
I am here this Day in the Preſence of God, oo 
" 5 2 enis 
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invented to keep em in Suhjection, or rather in a 
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this Hononrable Aſſembly, and in a Place that is, 
or ought to be, conſecrated to his eternal Truths; 


and whillt I am reſolutely and honeſtly diſcharging 


the Duty both of my Profeſſion and Conſcience, 
(tho' poſſibly with ſome Warmth, yet without Paſ- 


ſion) I am very ſure ſome time or other of meeting 
with a Reward from a Being infinitely juſt, and in- 


' finitely good, whoſe Cauſe and Honour I am en- 
deavouring to defend and vindicate ; and therefore 
ſhall never be bur in very little Pain about the Cen- 

- ſures I may poſſibly meet with from the Reſentments 


of — — and exaſperated Partiſans; and I ſhall ar 
leaſt have this Conſolation, of having both the Ex- 
ample and Authority of the Royal inſpir'd Writer, 
from whom I have choſen. the Words for the Sub- 
ject of the enſuing Diſcourſe, who with a noble 

armth and Freedom, borh expoſes and laments 
the apoſtate Condition of the Fewiſh, then the on- 


ly true Reveal'd Religion, which was degenerated - 


into all the abominable Superſtitions of the neigh- 
bouring Nations, as what was the original Source 
of all the Misfortunes and Calamities that afterwards 
overwhelm'd 'em ; nothing being more certain, than 
that a general Depravation of Manners is the inſe- 
parable Conſequence of the Abuſe and Corruption 
of Religion. 

For when Men can once prevail with themſelves to 


ſtifle all the Notions and Senſe of true Religion in their 


Hearts, and that Curb is once relax'd, which alone 


is capable of effe&ually checking and reſtraining the 


Extravagancies of Humane Paſſions and Appetites, 
the Tranſition is very eaſy into all the criminal Li- 
centiouſneſs that never fails to bring both Scandal, 
Judgments, and Deſolation upon the beſt eſtabliſh'd 


- Governments: And as this Neglect of Religion, is 
but too commonly attended with the Contempt of 


it, Men thus once broke looſe from the real Influ- 
ences of it, are but too prone to frame to themſelves 
a Notion, that it is no more than a politick Device, 


{ors 
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fort of Slavery to their Superiors ; and to deprive 


em of the Participation of thoſe delicious Pleaſures, 
to which Humane Nature ſeems to be ſo particular- 
ly adapted, and the Severity of Religion pretends 


'in ſo great Meaſure to controul. And when Men 
have once gone ſo far as to eſtabliſh ſuch Notions . 


in their Minds, (if it be poſſible effectually to eſta- 
bliſh ſuch Notions in the Minds of Rational Crea- 
tures, ) it is no difficult Matter to frame to themſelves, 
or to think at leaſt that they frame to themſelves 


another much of kin to it, which is, that Religion 


has nothing in it of Divine at all, and that conſe- 
quently there is no ſuch Thing as a God to judge 


and puniſh them; ſo thin a Partition there is be- 
'tween an inordinate Licentiouſneſs of the Paſſions 


and Appetites, and the downright Profeſſion of A- 


- theiſm, the higheſt and moſt criminal Phrenzy that 
Humane Nature can be capable of on this fide the 
Grave. 


There are no Villanies that are the Reproach and 
Blemiſh of Humane Nature, or any Wickedneſs that 
is the Diſhonour and Scandal of the Chriſtian Name 
and Profeſſion, that have not in all Ages been per- 
petrated under the ſanctify'd Name and Cover of 
what the Contrivers of em have impudently digni- 


fy'd with the venerable Name of Religion, Chriſtian - 
and Catholick; tho' im effect they are nothing leſs, 


but rather diametrically oppoſite, and juſt tlie reverſe 
of both. But with ſuch Men it imports not much 
about the Means or Names of Things, ſo the Point 
be gain'd ; if eaſy, weak and credulous Fools can 


be impos'd on and deluded, and artful crafty Knaves 


may be permitted to. ſhare the Profirs and Emoln- 
ments of the Iniquity, the Work of Darkneſs is in a 
fair Way of being perfected. A ſpiritual Monarchy 


muſt at all Hazards be eſtabliſh'd, tho' upon the cer- 
' rain Ruin of the molt excellent Chriſtianity, and the 
natural Liberties of Mankind; and all Things muſt 
be either ſubjected to the Yoke. of ſuch an unſupport 
able Tyranny, or all Things, bath Humane, Moral 
or Divine muſt be confounded, Ss 
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"Tis to this terrible Spirit, abandon'd of God, 
and loſt to all Senſe of Humanity or true Religion, 
that are owing all the Miſeries and Devaſtations 
that have perplex d and embaraſs'd the Chriſtian 
World, almoſt from the very Infancy of the Divine 
Chriſtian Religion, (infinitely preferable to the Jewiſh, 
as well in reſpe& of the Refinement, as the Dignity 


and Excellence of jts Morals) eyen to this Day; and 
it is to this ſame execrable and devouring Spirit, 


that are intirely owing all the various horrid Scenes 
of the moſt pityleſs and inhumane Butcheries that 
ever were committed upon the Face of the Earth, 
and which have given the Occaſion to the Solemnity 
of our Thankſgiving upon this memorable Day. 
Part of the Characters of ſuch Monſters who were 
capable of engaging in, and performing ſuch god- 
leſs and ſanguinary Executions, their Inhumanity, 
their Hatred of all that's Good, their Abominations, 
their Corruptions, their Proneneſs to Evil; all, the 
neceſſary Conſequence of their Irreligion and A- 
theiſm; are amply deſcrib'd by the Royal Pſalmiſt in 
the other Parts + 4 this excellent Pſalm. What remains 
to fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity as the Com- 
plement, and if I may be permitted to ſpeak ſo, as 
the Perfection of their Wickedneſs, take in the De- 
ſcription of em in thoſe Verſes I have choſen fo 
the Subject of this, Day's Entertainment. | 

Their Throat is an open Sepulchre, with their Tongues 
have they deceiv d; the Poiſon of Aſps is under their Lips. 

Their Mouth is full of Curſing and Bitterneſs, their 
Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood. | 

Deſtruftion and Unhappineſs is in their Ways, and the 
Way of Peace have they not known : there is no Fear of 


| God before their Eyes. 


Theſe pathetical and comprehenſive Words, both 
amply contain and admirably deſcribe the Chara- 
cters of Men capable of projecting and executing 
whatever may be imagin'd of moſt abominable in 
all the Exceſſes and Latitude of finiſh'd and conſum- 
mate Wickedneſs; and they ſeem ſo very appoſire 
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both to the fatal Circumſtances, and the Contrivers 
of the inhumane Outrages of this Day before us, as 
if the inſpir'd Prophet had, in the Spirit and Preſci- 
ence of ſacred Viſion, pointed at and calculated 'em 
on purpoſe to foretel and exemplify the various Hor- 
rors of theſe later bloody Deſigns and Executions ; 
which as they are unparalell'd by thoſe of any for- 
mer Apes, it is to be hop'd ſhall never be attempted 
again, much leſs effected in any ſucceeding Gene- 
rations : Neither ſhall ever our Sins again, I hope, ex- 
poſe us to ſuch a degree of the divine Vengeance 
and Indignation, as to deſerve ſo terrible a Correcti- 
on, nor the Malice of our implacable Enemies ever 
have it in their Power to be the Inſtruments of their 
Execution. Yet if ever our Sins are to riſe again to 
ſuch an Exorbitance, which good Heaven forbid, - 
may it be our Lot to fall into the Hands of the Li- 
ving God, with whom, however offended, we are 
ſure there is infinite Goodneſs, as well as infinite 
Juſtice ; and not into the Hands of wicked and un- 
godly Men, who know no Mercy ; by him indeed 
we may be chaſten'd, we may be ſeverely corrected, 


and may deſerve it too, but we ſhall not be deſtroy- 


ed; but from ſuch Men, who themſelves of all the 
Creatures want Forgiveneſs moſt, no Pity, no Com- 
paſſion, no Mercy is ever to be expected: ſo void 
of all Senſe of Humanity is an imperious fiery Zeal 
miſtaken for a divine pacifick Religion. | 
I am not inſenſible that it has been cuſtomary for 
the Preacher upon this ſolemn Occaſion, to entertain 
his Auditory with the Detail and Particularities of the 
pityleſs Inhumanities which were practis d by the #15 
Papiſts upon the Exgliſb Proteſtants, and which gave 
the Birth to this Anniverſary Solemnity ; the Cultom 
may be laudable, yet I cannot but be of an Opini- 
on, that ſuch an Entertainment is rather to be e- 
ſteem'd a dry Hiſtorical Narration, leſs proper and 
leſs ſuitable to the Occaſion, than Diſcourſes of Uſe 
and Inſtruction; which may be more profitable both 
in our own Regard, and that of our Poſterity in all 
Ages 
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Ages to come; beſides, that the diſmal Repreſenta- 
tions of the unaccountable Cruelties which were ex- 
ercisd upon our Friends and Relations are apt to 
make Impreſſions of Melancholly and Horror upon 
the Minds of the Hearers, which in my Opinion 
ſeem not to be ſo proper for the Celebration of an 
Anniverſary Solemnity, which is principally de- 
fign'd to be employ'd in our Retribntions of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, and Actions of rejoicing, in that the 
Body and Generality of the Chriſtian Name and Pro- 
feſſion was preſerv'd; rather than in a gloomy trisful 
Dejectedneſs of Spirit, that ſo conſiderable a Part 
of it was permitted for the Sins of the Nation to 
ſaffer ; that ſorrowful penſive Situation the Mind is 
plung'd into by a View, or a lively Recital of fierceſt 
and tragical Gbjects, being intirely inconſiſtent with 
the Nature of Services that are chiefly to be exerted 
in the chearful Sentiments and Actions of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, where the Mercy of the Delive- 
rance infinitely over-balances the Severity of the 
Sufferings: Otherwiſe it is liable to be eſteemed an 
Argument of a ſort of repining at a Judgment paſs'd, 
rather than of Gratitude and Acknowledgment of a 
Mercy receiv'd, to prevent and deprecate Misfor- 

runes to come. | | 
I ſhall therefore, with Deference to Cuſtom, and 
humble Submiſſion to Perſons poſſibly much wiſer 
and better Judges than my ſelf, take leave to ſteer a 
middle Courſe : Neither wholly to drop or allevi- 
ate, much leſs to ſtifle the Barbarity of the Occaſion ; 
nor yet deſcend too particularly.into too minute a re- 
cital of ſuch bloody Outrages, as are much fitter to 
cloud your Minds, and embaraſs your Devotions, 
than inſpire you with ſuch Sentiments as are more 
ſuitable to the Nature and Service of the preſent So- 
lemnity. I am here with you, with a Heart deeply 
touch'd, and truly ſenſible of the Misfortunes of our 
common Brethren and Countrymen, who in ſo great 
Part ſuffer d in ſo miſerable and calamitous a Man- 
ner ; but I am here too with a Heart fullof a 5 
| | v 
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ſul Senſe of the inſinite Goodneſs and Mercy of God, 
who would not ſuffer the mortal Enemies of his own 
Honour, and our Peace, to carry their Malice and 
Wickedneſs to a total Extirpation: but preſerv'd a 
Remnant of a Choſen People, to perpetuate a Race 
to commemorate the Mercies, as well as to deplore 
the Misfortunes of this memorable Day, to all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations. I have therefore rather cho- 
ſen to entertain you with ſuch a general View of the 
horrible Deſigns and Executions of this inhumane 
Conſpiracy, as may ſerve to give you a juſt Deteſta- 
tion of the impious Complotters, a juſt Senſe both 
of the Sufferings and the Deliverance, and a juſt Idea 
of that idolatrous and abominable Superſtition, that 
not only countenanc'd, but animated em to the Exe- 
cution; as well as of the Means that in Humane 
Prudence we ought to make uſe of, to prevent the 
like Attempt and Succeſs of the ſame reſtleſs and 
indefatigable Enemies, in all Time to come. In or- 
der to which, it will be but neceſſary to look a, lit- 
tle back into the Series of ſome former Ages, to 
make you the more ſenſible by what Steps and De- 
grees they long cultivated and nouriſh'd this unna- 
rural Deſign, and at length ripen'd it into ſo fatal an 
Execution; and which I ſhall do with all the Brevi- 
ty the Limits of the Time and this Diſcourſe will 

rmit me. : Apa 

Tho' the firſt Conqueſt of Ireland bears Date from 
the Submiſſion of their Kings and People to our 
Henry the Second, in the Year 1172; yet they can- 
not properly be ſaid to have been effectually reduc'd 
under the Dominion of Exgland, till by a Communi- 
cation of the Engliſh Laws, and a Mixture and Par- 
ticipation of Intereſt,*both Nations might be eſteem- 
ed as united into one People; and tho from the 
Beginning there was much Pains taken to acquaint 
em with the Genius and Advantages of our Engliſh 
Laws, yet ſo fond were they, and ſo habituated to 
their own original barbarous Cuſtoms, which by 
no Means deſerv'd the Name of Laws, that all En- 
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deavours to ſo good a Purpoſe, for a long time prov'd 
ineffectual; till after Tir-cens laſt Submiſſion, in the 
beginning of King James's Reign, about the Year 
1603, when the Savageneſs of the Natives began in 
ſome Meaſure to be ſoften'd into the Obedience of 
the Laws; each People for ſeveral Years, living at leaſt 
in a ſeeming mutual Confidence and Friendſhip to- 
gether, till at length Indulgence ſo far became a Miſ- 
chief, as from thence frequent Conſpiracies took 
their Riſe for our Ruin. 

Two Reaſons may be principally aſſign'd for the 
frequent Commotions and Rebellions of the Jui, 
from the firſt Conqueſt of them to this Day; the 
one ſimply for Dominion, the other for Dominion 
commix d with Religion. All the Rebellions of that 
People, from their firſt Subjection to the Crown 
of England, till about the Time of Henry the Eighth, 
being ſolely upon the account of the former: the 
People of both Nations being till then, of the ſame 
Roman Catholick, as they call · it, Communion ; 
whereas the much greater, and thoſe. of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence ſince his Time, tho' their 
Cauſes may ſeem to be of a mix'd Nature, are yet 


much more certainly to be attributed to the Influ- 


encc, and deſire of the Propagation of their Religi- 
on, than to any rational Expectation of ever re- 
covering their ancient Dominion. Much indeed may 
be ſaid in the behalf of a conquer d People, ſtrug- 
gling hard to regain their original Liberty, when 
their Condition by Conqueſt is render d much more 
inſupportable than it was before it; but when it is 
chang d infinitely from worſe to better, the Paſſion 
and Bigotry for Religion is but a poor Excuſe, and 
I am ſure will never make any Manner of Atone- 


ment, for the Blood that may be unhappily ſhed in 


the Quarrel. 


Nox to inſiſt then upon thoſe that happen'd before 


Henry the Eighth's Time, as foreign to the preſent 
Purpoſe ; I ſhall, for Brevity ſake, only take Leave 
briefly to intimate the Number of thoſe (without de- 
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ſcending into the Particulars of em) that were con- 
triv'd and form'd into Action from the beginning of 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, of ever Glorious and 
Proteſtant Memory, to that, of this unhappy Day ; 
and which were all of em ſuch as had Religion ſole- 
ly for their Pretence, and were influenc'd and fo- 
mented by the Power of Rome, and that of all the 
other moſt conſiderable Catholick Princes in Europe; 
the Maſlacres and Blood that was ſpilt in their pious 
Endeavours to root out the Proteſtant Religion, be- 
ing always varniſhd over by their Prieſts, (ſuch 
Power has a debauch'd Religion to conſecrate even 
the moſt execrable Villanies) with the ſpecious ſan- 
&ify'd Title of their Zeal for promoting the holy 
Cauſe of the Catholick Religion and Intereſt in Jre- 
land; three of which Rebellions happen'd during the 
Reign of that Immortal Queen, and four during that 
other Succeſſor, King James; when in the Year 
1634, under the Government of the Lord Viſcount 
Mentworth, Mac-Mahon, a Prieſt, made a Diſcovery 
of a Deſign for a general Riſing in Ireland, to be 
encourag'd and carry'd on from abroad; the Effect 
of which, being by the Prudence and Vigilance of 
the Governour, for that Time prevented, yet fal- 


ling in as a Forerunner into the preſent, it brings us 


to this Unnatural Rebellion of Forty One, which on 
the 23d of October broke out, notwithſtanding all 
former Precautions, and like a violent Hurricane ir- 
reſiſtibly bore down all before it. Thus you ſee in 
the ſhort Space of about Seventy five Years, all theſe 
Rebellions, deſign'd for the utter Extirpation of the 
Proteſtant Name, Intereſt, and Religion; ſo that 
Rebellions in Ireland are by no means to be won- 
der'd at, nothing being more common there, from 
Generation to Generation. | eas 
By this you may plainly ſee, with what a reſtleſs 
and implacable Malice the mercileſs deſtroyin 
Spirit of Popiſh Superſtition, under the hypocritical 
Pretence of Zeal for the Glory of God, has through 
all Ages been continually projecting the Means of 
* C 3 throwing 
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throwing off the Engliſʒ Government; and ever ſince 
the glorious Reformation, of the final Ruin and Extir- 
pation of the Proteſtant Name and Religion. Thus 
long the devouring Monſter lay ripening in the Womb 
of Time, till upon this diſaſtrous Day (by the Per- 
miſſion of Divine Providence) it receiv'd a porten- 
tous Birth, that was to give Death to ſo many inno- 
cent unſuſpecting Proteſtants ; and if any thing can 
be more aſtoniſhing than the unprecedented Barbari- 
ties with which they ſolemnized their terrible Exe- 
cutions, it is, that-an infernal Conſpiracy of ſuch an 
Extent and Conſequence,as imported no leſs than the 
total Extirpation of a whole People, that was to be 
communicated to ſo many Heads, and executed by 
ſo many Hands, was yet concerted and carry'd on 
with ſuch a marvellous Secreſy, as never was known 
before on the like Occaſion, if ever there was the 
like Occaſion ; that the leaſt Hint or Intimation was 
never given of it that could be depended on, till the 
very Eve of the dreadful Execution; when the watch- 
ful Providence of the good God, pur it into the 
Heart of Owen O Connallh, a perfect Iriſb Man of mean 
Birth, but bred a Proteſtant, to diſcover it ; by which 
means the Caſtle of Dublin, the Magazine of Arms 


and Ammunition, the Conſpirators principal Deſign, | y 


together with the Metropolis, were as it were by 
Miracle preſery'd from falling into their Hands; but it 
was not in the Power of Humane Wiſdom to prevent 
that Inundation of innocent Blood that was already 
begun to be ſpilt in all the Parts of that deſolate 
Kingdom. And by this may be apparent to you, the 
Force of a Truth that I have already intimated, of 
the Power and Influence that Religion has, whether 
true or falſe, over the Minds of Men; no other Ob- 
ligations either of Nature, Reaſon, or Humanity, be- 
ing capable of an equal Reſtraint and Command o- 
yer the Senſes and Faculties of the Heart of Man, 
with this deſtructive ſpiritual Magick of a tyranni- 
gal Superſtition,  _ . | 

As cyery Action, whether Good of Evil, * 15 
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rainly receive either Aggravation or Diminution, ac- 
cording to the Difference and Variety of Circum- 


; ſtances that may attend it ; thoſe which foreran and 
accompany'd the bloody Executjons, as unexpected as 
3 unforeſeen, of this unhappy Day, are doubtleſs ſuch 
. as will wonderfully add to the Wickedneſs and Mas» 
- lignity of their Nature; it will not therefore, to prove 
1 this Truth, be foreign to our purpoſe, to lay before 
- you in a few Words, the Condition and Scituation 
- Affairs were in, both before and at the Time when the 
1 deadly Ruin broke out, and thunder'd from the Cloud 
© it long was hatch'd in, to overturn all Things with 
- an irreſiſtible Deſolation ; that you may,. as in one 
* View, ſee the Uncertainty and Inſtability of Humane 
n Affairs, on one Part, in the Infelicity of our Friends, 
n who thought themſelves ſecure of Danger, even the 
e very Moment it was juſt ready to break out to o- 
8 verwhelm em; and on the other, in the Wickedueſs 
e and Perfidiouſneſs of our common Enemies, unpro- 
- vok d either by private Injuries or publick Oppreſ- 
e ſion, living in a perfect Tranquillity, and in a ſeem- 
n | ing Commerce, both of Intereſts and mutual Friend- 
h ſhips, as well as under the equal Diſtribution and 
181 Protection of the ſame Laws without diſtinction. 
6 | All the World began to be of Opinion, that a ful 
y and perfect Settlement of that Kingdom, had at 
it length been as happily as ſolidly eſtabliſhed ; their 
at barbarous Cuſtoms were intirely aboliſh'd, they all 
y equally enjoy d the Benefit of the Laws; the Laws 
te of England were made current by Act of Patliament 
ie | in Ireland; many other good Acts were enacted, 
of which had a free Courſe through all the Parts of the 
er Kingdom; Trade and Traffick advantagiouſly im- 
b- prov'd and eſtabliſh'd.; and all other neceſſary Pro- 
e- viſions were made for the Publick, as could be 
o- thought any way to conduce to the Peace, Plenty, 
n, and flouriſhing State of an improving Kingdom; 
Te they were preſerv d from all manner of Preſſures; 
they were elected Membery into their Parliaments ; 


r- had Lawyers bred up in England conſtantly at — 
| © + x60 yon 167 
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own Bar, and upon their Benches Jaſtices of the 
Peace of their own Communion ; (Favours not aſpi- 
red to-by 'the Catholicks of England, or ever grant- 
ed ;) they were admitted to enjoy the full and free 
Exerciſe of the Romiſh Religion without controul ; 
to entertain Prieſts, Friars, Jeſuits, and all ſorts of 
their Eccleſiaſtical Orders, without Number, whilſt 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters were frequently ſummon'd 
to the Biſhops Courts. . 

Juſtice was equally adminiſtred to the Britiſh and 
Triſþ without any manner of difference; all private 
Animoſities and ancient Grudges ſeemingly remov'd 
and ſuppreſs d; and in all outward appearance, they 
liv'd ſo affectionately intermix'd with one another, 
and in ſuch a Commerce of Friendſhip, often made 
ſolemn by the Indearments of Intermarriages, thar 
they could not be ſo properly eſteem d two Nations, 
as one People in the ſame Kingdom ; and it is not 
to be deny d, that never any conquer'd Nation en- 
joy d more fully the Liberties and Privileges of free 
Subjects, or livd with greater Contentment, Eaſe, 
Peace, Plenty, and Freedom from all manner of ex- 
traordinary Taxations, (except ſuch as they were 
pleas'd to impoſe upon Themſelves in Parliament,) 
than the Natives of Ireland for a long Time did; 
inſomuch, as neither did the Engliſh demean them- 
ſelves towards 'em with the uſual Inſolence of Con- 
querors, nor did the 1rif find Reaſon any longer to 
conſider themſelves under the Diſadvantages of a 
conquer d People; and from hence follow'd the calm- 
eſt and moſt univerſal Peace that ever was known in 
that Kingdom; it being not apparent, that from the 
Time that the Iriſ were admitted into the Conditi- 
on of Subjects without difference and diſtinction, that 
ever the Engliſh in Ireland offer d the leaſt Violence 
or Injuſtice to any of the Natives, conſider d as Iriſb 
or Papiſts; yet all the Happineſs and Bleflings of fo 
deſirable a Situation, cou d not keep em from Re- 
bellion: the reſult of all their former Conſpiracies 
concentring and finding their accompliſhment in this. 
Thus far my Hiſtorian. Thus 
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Thus then at length was this inhumane and unna- 
tural Rebellion brought to execution upon the 23d of 
October Forty One, Forty Years before prophetically 
foretold by the pious and learned Archbiſhop Uſer, 
who preaching in the Year 1601, upon the Viſion of 
Ezekiel, made from thence this notable Application: 


From this Tear (a Day being for a Year) I will reckon 


the Sin of Ireland, that they whom you now embrace 


ſhall be your Ruin, and you ſhall bear this Iniquity. But 


the Diſcovery of it now being ſo late, it was im- 
poſſible to prevent the dreadful Effects of it; ſo that 
in Conſequence of it in a very ſhort Time, there 


were above Two Hundred Thouſand Proteſtants de- 


ſtroy d after ſo horrid and barbarous a manner, that 
nothing but the execrable Variety of the Invention 
cou'd equal the uncxampl'd' Wickedneſs of the De- 
ſign. Nor ſhall I trouble you with the melancholy 
recital of the Particularities of the horrible Qutrages 
and Violences that were committed upon the miſe- 
rable mangl'd Perſons of the Sufferers; many of 
which were of ſo brutal and ſavage a Kind, as to be 


not only to the laſt Degree ſhocking and abhorrent 


to Humane Nature in the Execution, but ſuch as will 
not permit a Man, who has any Senſe of Humanity 


or Modeſty, ſo much as to mention in the Recital. 


| Yet had theſe harden'd blood-thirſty Wretches the 
Impudence (with an Effrontry peculiar to the Ge- 
nius and Spirit of Perſecution) nor long after to de- 
ny, eſpecially by their Writings abroad, (as they had 
done before upon the Occaſion of the Gun-powder 
| Treaſon,) that ever there was any ſuch thing as their 
execrable Butchery of the Proteſtants in Ireland; tho 


we very well know, that ſome of the Villains who 


ſuffer d the Puniſhment of the Law, and were de- 
ſervedly hang'd here for their Treaſon in the for- 
mer, were afterwards canoniz'd at Rome with all the 
ſacrilegious Pomp and Hypocriſy of their abomina- 
ble Superſtition; and that the latter put up ſolemn 
Prayers (in the moſt impious Mockery of the Di; 
vine Goodneſs) at Rome, and other Catholick Coun- 
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tries Abroad, as wellas amongſt themſelves at Home, 


to implore down Bleſſings from Heaven upon the 
Succeſs of a Deſign, the very Devils themſelves 


-wou'd have bluſh'd to have put in Execution. Such 
Power have the furious Impulſes of Religion, when 


degenerated into a godleſs Superſtition, to cancel all 
the firmeſt Obligations of Friendſhip and Charity, 
and to diſſolve all the Bands of Union, Humane, 
Moral or Divine, that have ever been eſteem'd moſt 
2 ſacred, and inviolable, amongſt the Sons of 

en. 3 , . . 

Nor is all this, how ſtrange and inhumane ſoever it 
may appear, to be at all wondered at by thoſe who are 
well acquainted both with the Doctrines and Princi- 


ples of a Religion the moſt ſacrilegiouſly corrupted 


of any other upon the Earth, and with the terrible 
Practices and Conſequences, that thro all Ages have 
reſulted from it, as often as it has had Power and 
Opportunity to put em in Execution; for if we con- 
ſider the abſolute Power the Popiſh Prieſthood have 
uſurp'd to themſelves over the Minds and Conſcien- 
ces of their miſerable deluded Laity, (whoſe Igno- 
rance is the Mother of their Slavery, as well as of 
their Superſtition,) we ſhall not at all find it ſtrange 
that they meet with ſo univerſal and unlimited an 
Obedience to every Thing they command, ſince in 
caſe of Refuſal, they are threaten'd with no leſs a 
Puniſhment than that of Eternal Damnation. What 
then can a miſerable People be ſuppos'd to do in 
ſuch a Caſe ? If they do not obey, they are damn'd 


by their Prieſts ; if by their Obedience they engage 


themſelves in the Execution of Deſigns directly re · 
pugnant to all the Laws of Nature, Humanity, or 
true Religion, their eternal Puniſhment is much more 
rationally aſcertain'd ; yet this all the World knows 
is the terrible Bugbear, with which they not only 
keep in awe, but bully their wretched Community 
into the Perpetration of the moſt horrible Deſigns ; 
whereas on the other Hand, they are always cajol'd 
into a Belief of a Certainty of eternal Happineſs 
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in caſe of ſuch a blind implicit Obedience, and ab- 
ſolute Reſignation to their Wills; and this appears 


ſo have been a conſtant Doctrine inforc'd upon the 


Belief of their People by their Prieſts, that whoever 
dy'd in the Service, that is, in the Proſecution of the 
moſt pious and meritorious Canſe of the Extirpation 
of Hereticks, no Matter by what Means, ſo it were 
for the Propagation of the Holy Catholick Church, 
went immediately to Heaven, t <4 178 
What Security then can there be for the Proteſtant 
Religion and Intereſt in general, from ſuch a People, 
with whom it is a ſtanding Dottrine, confirm'd by the 
Authority of a Council, and made even an Article of 
their Creed, that no Faith is to be kept with Here- 
ticks? and all thoſe ſhall be ſure to be eſteem d ſuch, 


whom they themſelves ſhall think fit to diſtinguiſh by 


that odious Character; and what Security for that 
particular Branch of it eſtabliſh'd in Ireland? where it 
was the conſtant Doctrine of their Prieſts, that the 
Iriſb might at any Time take up Arms in the Defence 
of their Religion and Property, hen they are threa- 
ned; it being lawful (according to their Divinity) 
to prevent an Evil that cannot otherwiſe be ayoided, 


than by preventing it, nor need the Authority of the 


Prince to countenance it, in ſuch a Caſe be at all re- 
quird. And theſe admirable Politicks the Jeſuit: Ma- 


hony expreſly confirms : No King of England, ſays he, 
nor Crown, nor People, nor State of that Kingdom, 


having at any Time any kind of Right to the King- 


dom of Ireland, or any part of it; the Engliþ Title 


to it being only founded _= mere Violence and 


Uſurpation; and that therefore the original 17 i065 


were at any time at Liberty to chooſe and make 
themſelves a King from among themſelves: nay, 
and in the Circumſtance of King Charles the Piel 
being a Heretick, that it was not only lawful for 
em, but that they were even bound in Conſcience to 
do ſo, and ſo throw off the Yoke both of Foreigners 


and Hereticks together. Nay, this Doctrine was 


yet refin'd upon, and 1 to a higher Point, e- 


ven 
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ven to the Lawfulneſs of Killing, not only all the 
Proteſtants, but even all ſuch of the Roman Catho- 
lick Iriſb, as ſhou'd ſtand up for the Crown of Eng- 
land, or the Rights of their Kings to Ireland; and 
this pernicious Jargon was founded upon as extra» 
ordinary a Notion, which is, that the Kingdom of 
England having been excommunicated many Ages 
before, the Popiſh Clergy took from hence an Oc- 
caſion to maintain, that the Pope's Bulls being not 
reyocable by any Power under Heaven, they remain'd 
ſtill in the ſame full Force and Vigour, as at the 
firſt Day of their Publication, and that conſequent- 
ly, according to their Doctrine, the Kings of England 
were fallen from, and had forfeited all manner of 
Right and Title to their Crowns and Dominions. 
\ Theſe were the ſcandalous and unchriſtian Arts and 
Meaſures that were conſtantly imploy'd to ſap and 
undermine the very Foundations of the Proteſtant 
Religion and Intereſt, particularly in Ireland: and 
it is to be preſum'd will ever continue to do ſo, 
both there and every where elſe, as often as fa- 
vourable Opportunities offer; and they have the 
Power (for the Will can never be wanting) to 
put their Deſigns in execution. The Devil ſel- 
dom ſleeps, and the Jeſuits out-watch him; a reſiſt- 
leſs and implacable People, born to the Diſturbance 
and Deſolation of Mankind. Theſe have been the 
conſtant and indefatigable Fomenters and Incendia- 
ries of all the Wars, Commotions, and Rebellions, 
eſpecially thoſe upon Account of Religion, that 
have happend in all the known Parts of the 
World; and in a more particular manner, both of 
all the preceeding, and of this laſt general one in 
Ireland which had it not been for the good and 
watchful Providence and Intervention of à gracious 
and merciful God, wou d in all humane Appearance 
have had. the perfect Accompliſhment of their De- 
ſign, which was the total Extirpation of the Engliſh . 
Government and Proteſtant Religion in that Na- 
tion, which it had coſt our Forefathers ſo much 
Blood and Treaſure to eſtabliſh there, 'Tis 
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- "Tis true, they have often miſcarry'd, and have 
often undergone the Severity of Laws, but they are 
never diſcourag d; Intereſt is their God, the Powers 
of this World are the Extent of their Ambition, and 
Religion but their Stalking-Horle; they will neither 
be vertuous, or honeſt, or religious themſelves, nor 
ſaffer other Pe6þle to be ſo; their Malice is implaca- 
ble, their fiery Zeal reſtleſs and indefatigable,and their 
Deſigns infernal; they have been the Plague and 
Scourge of Mankind ever fince their Inſtitution, and 
tis to be fear'd will continue to be ſo, till in the 
Diſſolution of all Things they ſhall not fait to meet 
with the terrible Puniſhment, from the Juſtice of an 
incens'd Judge, their conſummate Wickedneſs and Im- 
piety may deſerve. 'Tis to theſe Men, together with 
thoſe of their other Orders, the Authors of allour Miſ- 
fortunes, the common Diſturbers of the Peace and 
Tranquility of Nations, and the moſt ſacrilegious Pre- 
varicators and Corrupters of the moſt Divine Religi- 
on, to whom the emphatical Words of my Text ſeem 
to be more immediately applicable, as in a moſt 
peculiar Manner deſcribing the Genius and Spi- 
rit of their Character; plauſible, deceitful, flatter- 
ing, poiſonous, revengetul, thirſty of Blood, tur- 
bulent, deſtructive, and for the Complement of all, 
Irreligious. | | FE 204% T7: an 
Their Throat is an open Sepulchre, with their Tongues 
have they deceiv'd ; the Poiſon of Aſps is under their Lips. 
* Their Mouth is full of Curfing and Bitterneſs, their 


Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood. | | 
Dieſtructiůon and Unhappineſs is in their Ways, and the 28 
Way of Peace have they not known : and the Reaſon <A 


of all this terrible Abandonment and Depravati- 

on is immediately ſubjoin d, even becauſe they haue 

0 Fear of God before their E yen. 

To conclude. Theſe are the Men, theſe the Poli- 

ticks, and this the Religion, to which all the World 

owe their Misfortunes, ever ſince the fatal Inſtitu- 

tion of the one, and the unhappy Profanation of 

the other; and we in a moſt particular Manner the 

0 adus „ bloody 
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bloody Inhumanities, which we are aſſembled here this 
Day to commemorate. Tis from the ſcandalous and 
icious Errors, and ſhameful Corruptions of a 
eligion originally Divine, but proſtituted by wick- 
ed artful Men into an adulterate Superſtition, that 
our Fore - fathers had the Vertue and Courage, for 
the Glory of God, and the Happineſs of theſe Na- 
tions, to reform; a noble Toil, equally full of Dan- 
gar and Glory, yet God gave the Bleſſing. But no- 
thing can be perfect on this ſide the Grave, at leaſt 
at once: Things muſt arrive at the Perfection their 
Nature is capable of by certain Gradations; much 
indeed has been done, but ſomething ſtill remains 
behind to be wiſh'd for; and as the Commence- 
ments of the firſt glorious Reformation were the 
Work of the Legiſlature, ſo what remains behind 
to complear ſo great and deſirable a Bleſſing, tis to 
be hop d, ſhall in God's good Time be finiſh'd into 
greater Perfection by the ſame Legiſlature, which is 
the only Power under Heaven that can do it. Tis 
true, that the groſs Errors of Popiſh Superſtition are 
purg d away; yet it is but too apparent, and what 
we are all but too ſenſible of to our Sorrow, that 
there is a dangerous Spirit of it that ſtill lurks be- 
hind, to the Diſhonour of Religion, and the Diſtur- 
bance of the Publick Tranquility; there is ſomething 
of a Leaven ſtill remains that ſours the Maſs, and 
but too often ferments it into Humours of moſt 
pernicious Conſequence ; for it is not ſufficient that 
a certain Sort of Men are brought into a Diſpoſition 
and Capacity to do much Good, it is as neceſſary 
for the Peace and Glory of a Reform'd Church, -and 
the Tranquility and Happineſs of a Proteſtant Go- 
yernment, that they ſhould be redac'd. to ſuch a 
Temperament and Situation, as not to have it 

-left in their Power to do much Evil. _ | 
Tis moſt certain, that the pureſt of all Reli- 
gions is capable of being abus d and pervyert- 
ed by the wicked Arts and Induſtry of crafty 
deſiguing Men, into the moſt terrible Conſe- 
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2 and if thoſe Conſequences are to be ripen d into 
Diſturbance and Confuſion of a Government, it imports 
but very little, whether they derive from a corrupt Popiſh. 
Religion, or an abſurd and perverted Proteſtant one; for the 
Danger and Scandal are equally the ſame from both. We 
may indeed call our ſelves Reform d and Proteſtant, as much 
as we pleaſe ; but if our Principles and Practice are not con- 
formable to the Purity and ary of the Profeſſion, we 
ſhall but add an odious Hypocriſy to the perverſity of our In- 
clinations; the Letter of Religion without the Spirit of it, is 
but a Reproach, and the Diſtinction of Title will never co- 
ver us from the Infamy of Practices intirely * to the "2 
Purity of the Religion we pretend to profeſs. We are but all |, =_ 
of us too ſenſible what terrible Ravages this Spirit of Po- A 
pery, ſhrouded under a Proteſtant Veil, has occaſion d in theſe 
diſtracted Nations, from the firſt Moments of the laſt glori- 
rious and happy Revolution, accompliſh'd by rhe Verrue, 
Wiſdom, and Valour of our immortal King #774;am, to whom 
we owe the ineſtimable Bleſſing of rhe preſent auſpicious : 
Reign : The Experiences have been bought roo dear ever ra 4 
forget em; and if we were capable of ir, the reſtleſs Ene - > 
my takes Pains enough 2 ro refreſh our Memories. 
The Work of Popery is daily and heurly till carry d on, the 
Difference lies only in the Method; in Times when they had 
a ſort oF Authority to ſupport em, which we all know is not 
very long ago, they carry d on the infamous Work of Slave- 
ry publickly, and in the Face of the Sun; but now their 
Confidence is ſomething abated with their Hopes, they work 
only as it were by the Sap, and are inceſſantly labouring to 
undermine and blow up an eftabliſh'd Proteſtant Govern- 
ment, which they have no longer the Courage, or rather the 
Impudence, to attack in Form. | | 
I repeat ir again: Such Men may pretend to be Proteſtants 
as much as they think fir, and pride themſelves in that glori- 
ous Profeſſion; but whilſt they are carrying on the Buſineſs 
of Popery, by Artifices and Principles intirely Popiſh, what- 
ever they may deſire ſeemingly to appear, they never will be 
eſteem d by honeſt Engliſbmen, in their Senſes, any thing in 
Effect but rank Papiſts; all the Difference is, that a Prote- 
ſtant Prieſt acting like a Papiſt, and upon the Principles of 
Popery, labouring for the Re- eſtabliſument of Popery in a 
Proteſtant Nation, is by much the more profligate and deſpi- 
cable Wretch of the two. Can it ever enter into the Head and 
Heart of any Engliſh Proteſtant of Senſe and Probity, that a 
Proteſtant Church, or a Proteſtant Goyernment, can N 
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tionally be ſuppoſed to be happy, or in any manner ſecure, under 
the domination of a Popiſh Pretender? Have we not alrea- 
dy had enough of the Father, that we ſhould be ſo fond of 
making new Experiments, at the Expence of our Senſe and 
Honour, in favour of the repured Son ? Is this an Error of 
their Judgment, or an Error of their Will? If it be of the 
former, it ſhows their ſhameleſs Ignorance ; if of the latter, 
the Malice and Perverfiry of their Inclinations ; admirable 
Qualifications both of em ro adorn the Characters of Men, 
- whoſe Profeſſion calls em to the Inftruction of a Nation. 
Good God! whether would theſe Men's Divinity lead us, 
unleſs back again to Rome ?- Miſerable Seducers, not Inſtru- 
ctors of a poor deluded People committed to their Charge 
Vet it is with Sorrow that I only take leave to remind you, 
for it is all your Obſervation and Knowledge, that there are 
fill bur roo great Numbers of em, (Heaven leſſen em) who 
without ceaſing, are doing the ſervile Drudgery of Popery, 
in their Deſign of bringing in a Popiſh Impdſtor ; which were 
it to be effected, they very well know can never poſſibly be 
done bur upon the foor of the certain and inevitable Ruin 
of a Proteſtant Government and the Proteſtant Religion; 
the only veritable, as well as the moſt unaccountable, Piece 
of Fanaticiſm that I know of in the Nation. | 

In a Word, tis to this malignant Popiſn Spirit of Infatua- 
tion we owe all our Misfortunes; all the Confufions and Diſ- 
orders that have hitherto rurmoil'd and embarraſs d our un- 
happy Country ; the fatal Diviſions amongſt our ſelves, the 
_ deſirable Step our Enemies can wiſh or make.to our 
Ruin; the mercileſs War betwixt Churchmen andChurchmen, 
ro the infinire Scandal and Aﬀtoniſhmenr of all honeſt Chri- 
ſtians both at Home and Abroad, and the infinite Pleaſure and 
Conrentmenr of the common Enemies of us all ; the unna- 
_ rural Party-Furies, that ſeparate the Father from the Son, the 
Husband from the Wife, and the Subject from the King, and 
which furniſh an eternal Fuel ro thoſe unchriſtian Animoſi- 
ties that divide and diftract the neareſt and deareſt Friends 
and Relations; the rancorous and unweary'd Malice with 
which they continually endeavour to perſecute and 
preſs the Diſſenters, tho profeſſing the ſame Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt with themſelves : not ſo much upon the Account of 
their Diſſent from the Diſcipline of the Eſtabliſn d Church, as 
becauſe they know em to be ſo conſiderable a Body of a 
ſteady and unſhaken Loyalty, who with us jointly con- 
tribute to the Preſervation of a Government, which they 
themſelves are inceſſantly labouring ro overthrow ; and when 


they 
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they tell us, which is but roo frequent in their Mouths, that 
they would much rather chooſe to be Papiſts than Presbyte- 
rians, they furniſh us daily but with too much Reaſon to give 
em Credit. Tis to this, laſtly. that we owe the late unna+» 
rural Rebellion, with all: rhe unhappy Cohſequences of it, 
kindl'd in the Bowels of our r —— even by thoſe 
very Men whoſe only proper Buſineſs in this World is Peace, 
and Union, and Evangelical Charity. The Blood of Preſton: 
and Dumblain calls loud for Vengeance, and ir ſhall ſurely 


be repaid with Intereft ſome time or other upon the deſecra- 


red Heads of the perjur'd Contrivers ;. and if the good Pro- 
vidence of God had not been pleas d to put a Check to ſo 
dangerous Commencements, by the Conduct and Gallantry 
of our Commanders, and Bravery of their Loyal Tropps, ac- 
cuſtom d to beat all the Enemies of God and their Country, 
under the Auſpices of our glorious King, Heaven only knows 
how far the fatal Conſequences might have extended; yet 
was it not by any Means theſe Men's Fault that new Scenes 
of Blood, Perſecutions, and freſh Maſſacres, the infallible 
Conſequences of the Re. eſtabliſnment of Popery, were not 
opened; the Plans were well laid, had they ſucceeded; but 
Cowardice, Fear, and Infatuation are inſeparable from the 
Wickedneſs of a bad Cauſe, as Vertue, Courage, Prudence 


and Intrepidity are always the Companions of the Juſtice of 


a good one. | : . Cf 
Bur Heaven be prais'd, our Fears at length are at an end; 
the Hand of God is viſibly with us ro eſtabliſh us; the Ma- 


lice of our Enemies we very well know is ſtill the ſame, 


reſtleſs and indefatigable, bur we have the Pleaſure ro know 
too thar-it is impotent; next, under him, to their Deſpair 
and Terror, we have atthe Head of us our grear and glorious 
Prateftant King, the Choice of a free and valiant People, 
and the-confirm-d of God, Juſt, Valiant, Wiſe, Intrepid, with 
all the other Royal Vertues, neceſſary to adorn a Crown, 
and make a grateful noble People happy; honour'd and re- 
nown'd Abroad, and by all his honeſr Loyal Britons, of any 


Vertue, Probity, or Religion, belov'd ar Home, and dread-. 


ed only by his Enemies; and none can wear that odious 
Character, bur ſuch as are the certain Enemies of God, their 
Country, and their Religion; who knows no Power above 
him, but that of Heaven, and which alone he reverently 
fears; ftudious of his Peoples Happineſs, he treats the Grate- 


ful and the Loyal of em, with-all the Care and Tenderneſs 


of an indulgent Father : whilſt on his Enemies, good God, 
that Proteſtant Britain ever ſhou'd produce ſuch Popiſh Mon- 
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fters! he looks down either with Piry or Contempt; above 
their Maltee, yet out of an Exceſs of Goodneſs, ſo natural and 
fo peculiar to him, indulgent even to them beyond their Me- 
rit or Example. | „ 
Thou God, who this Day heareſt me, and by whom Kings 
reign, ſhower down the choiceſt of thy Bleſſings upon his 
Royal Head and Heart; preſerve him as the Apple of thine 
Eye, and under the Shadow of thy Wings, from the Rage 
and Malice of all his Enemies, both at Home and Abroad, 
and ſtrengthen him continually with the increaſe of Numbers 
of loyal and faithful Friends and Subjects; bleſs him with 
conſtant Health and Length of Days, that he may long live 
and happily enjoy that Peace and pure Contetument himſelf, 
which he wirh ſuch unwearied Induftry endeavours to pro- 
cure his People; proſper him in all his Undertakings, which 
never can have other End than thy Glory, in the Protection 
and Encouragement of thy holy Religion, and the Intereſt, 
Honour and Happineſs of a: great and formidable People; 
Oh that I cou'd ſay a grateful one ! which thou haſt com- 
mitred to his Care; bleſs him in all his Relations, bur in a 
more eſpecial Manner, in their Royal Highneſſes the Prince 
and Princeſs of Wales, cultivate the blooming Vertues of his 
Youth, and ripen em into the Maturity (with a noble E- 
mulation) of all his illuſtrious Farher's full-blown Glories ; 
bleſs him too in his Royal Conſort the Princeſs, the Love 
and Admiration of all the World; Oh, good God, pre- 
ferve her, we moſt humbly befeech thee, rhro' the Dan- 
gers of her preſent Circumſtance, and grant that ſhe may 
ve the fruirful Morher of many Children, precioys Gages 
f our future Felicity, to bleſs theſe happy Nations, and add 
new Strength to the Hopes of all their Friends, and if they 
will not be converted, new Deſpair and new Confuſion to all 
the Devices and Deſigus of all thoſe, who dare be wicked e- 
nongh to profeſs themſelves their Enemies; and grant that 


there may never be one wanting of this illuſtrious Proteſtant 


Family, to ſway the Sceprers of theſe Nations, that our Po- 
ſterity after us may for ever enjoy thoſe precious Bleſſings of 
Religion and Liberty, under theirs, which we, with all his 
faichful loyal Subjects; wirh grateful Hearts enjoy ar preſenr 
under him, till Crowns and Scepters ſnall be no more; when 
they and we, and all ſublunary Things ſhall. find, we hope, 
thro' the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, their full End 
and Accompliſument in a bleſſed and glorious Immortality, 
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